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BRIEFS 


DEADLINE  SET  FOR 
CAC  NOMINATIONS 


Lottie  Moon  staying  strong 


Jufy  15  is  the  deadline  for 
fruomitting  resumes  for  the 
position  of  executive  director- 
treasurer  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Christian  Action  Com¬ 
mission  (CAC),  according  to 
search  committee  chairman 
Wayne  Kimbrough,  pastor  of 
Calvary  Church.  Greenwood 

The  CAC.  an  agency  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Conven¬ 
tion,  provides  Biblical  per¬ 
spectives  on  moral  social, 
and  ethical  issues  Jimmy  D. 
Pbrter  retired  April  30.  after 
serving  as  CAC's  executive 
director-treasurer  for  15  years 

Resumes  should  be  mailed 
to  Wayne  Kimbrough  at  912 
North  Park  Circle.  Greenwood, 
MS  38830.  or  emailed  to 
wkimbroughcbcRyehoacorn 

FULL  SBC  COVERAGE 
IN  NEXT  WEEK'S  ISSUE 

As  this  issue  of  The  Baptist 
Record  was  going  to  press, 
the  2015  annuel  meeting  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  was  convening  in 
Columbia.  Oh.  Complete 
coverage  of  the  meeting  will 
be  presented  in  next  week's 
issue  of  the  Record,  dated 
June  25 


NO  BAPTIST  RECORD 
ISSUE  ON  JULY  2 

Due  to  postal  regulations 
that  limit  publication  of  The 
B^Miet  Record  to  50  issues 
per  year,  the  newspaper  win 
not  print  during  the  week 
*  that  includes  July  2.  The 
next  issue  of  the  Record  wilt 
be  dated  July  9.  The  dead¬ 
line  for  news  items  to  be 
published  in  the  issue  of  July 
9  it  July  2. 


UPCOMING 


NEXT  WEEK  IN 
THE  RECORD 

»  When  the  church  pottuck 
dinner  goes  really  wrong 

»  Has  history  passed  us  by? 
Commentary  with  Bob  Sbth 

•  Did  IMB  policy  revisions 
pass  muster  with 
messengers? 


Offering 
finishes 
close  to 
record 

RICHMOND,  Vs.  (BP  end  lo¬ 
cal  reports)  —  The  2014  Lottie 
Moon  Christmas  Offering  for 
International  Missions  totaled 
$  153,002*394  -  almost  edging 
out  the  highest  total  ever  in  the 
126-year  history  of  the  offering. 

While  the  2014  total  was 
slightly  less  than  one  million 
dollars,  or  less  than  one  per¬ 
cent,  short  of  2013  s  all-time 
record  offering  of  $154  million, 
the  2014  total  surpassed  the 
second-highest  total,  $150.4 
million  in  2007,  by  more  than 
$2.5  million. 

“We  have  so  much  grace  from 
God  to  celebrate  in  this  offering," 
said  David  Platt,  president  of  me 
Richmond,  Va. -based  Interna¬ 
tional  Mission  Board  (IMB)  of 
the  Southern  Baptist  Convention. 

“This  is  the  second-largest 
Lottie  Moon  offering  ever.  It 
will  supply  mote  than  half  of 
our  total  IMB  budget  We  are 
deeply  grateftil  for  the  faith- 


LOTTie'S  CHILDREN  -  A  prompting  from  God  and  the  prayers  and  support  of  Southern 
Baptists  through  the  Lottie  Moon  offering  sent  missionary  Maridith  Lane  (right)  in  2013  to  the 
embattled  new  African  nation  of  South  Sudan,  where  400,000  people  have  not  yet  heard  the 
Gospel.  She  serves  there,  despite  the  dangers,  with  her  husband  Robert  and  their  two  young 
children.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  IMB) 


fulness  and  obedience  of  the 
countless  churches  and  individ¬ 
uals  who  have  given  sacrificially 
to  this  offering.” 

The  IMB  budget  for  2015  is 
$301.1  million.  Every  penny 
of  the  gifts  given  to  the  Lottie 
Moon  offering  each  year  goes 
directly  to  miasionary  support. 


Supporting  one  fully  funded 
missionary  overseas  costs  an 
average  of  $141  per  day,  or 
about  $51*000  per  year. 

“Because  they  love  God  more 
than  the  pleasures,  possessions, 
and  pursuits  of  this  world,  and 
because  they  want  to  glorify  His 
name  among  all  nations,  well 


be  able  to  partner  with  them  and 
missionaries  sent  from  South¬ 
ern  Baptist  churches  around 
the  world  to  take  the  Gospel  to 
people  who  have  never  heard 
iCPkttsaid. 


OFFERING  on  p  6 


American  pastor  beaten  again 
by  inmates  in  Iranian  prison 


TEHRAN,  Iran  (BP  and  lo¬ 
cal  raports)  -  With  hia  wife’s 
June  2  congressional  testi¬ 
mony  fresh . 
in  the  minds 
of  his  Mus¬ 
lim  tortur¬ 
ers,  Ameri¬ 
can  pastor 
Saeed  Abe- 
dim  has 
again  been 
“viciously* 
beaten  bv  ABEDINI 
fellow  in¬ 
mates  in  the  Iranian  prison 
where  he  is  being  held  tor  his 
Christian  faith,  the  American 
Center  for  Law  and  Justice 
(ACU)  reported. 


Fellow  prisoners  attacked 
Abedini  June  3  as  he  attempt¬ 
ed  to  leave  his  cell,  punching 
him  in  the  face  ana  demol¬ 
ishing  a  table  he  used  while 
studying  and  reading,  re¬ 
ported  ACU,  which  is  legally 
representing  the  Abedini  fam¬ 
ily.  Prison  guards  stopped  the 
attack  and  a  prison  doctor 
determined  Abedini  did  not 
have  any  broken  bones. 

Naghmeh  Abedini,  Saeed’s 
wife,  explained  in  a  June  10 
Facebook  post,  “Saeed’s  fa¬ 
ther  was  not  able  to  see  Saeed 
last  week  because  of  a  holi¬ 
day  in  Iran,  but  today  he  was 
truly  shaken  to  learn  of  the 
beating  that  Saeed  had  en¬ 


dured.  Saeed’s  father  was  also 
treated  horribly  and  harassed 
by  the  prison  guards  and  staff 
and  could  only  visit  Saeed  for 
a  short  time.* 

Saeed  Abedini,  35*  was 
born  in  Iran  and  is  a  natural¬ 
ized  American  citizen.  He  was 
active  in  the  house  church 
movement  in  his  native  coun¬ 
try.  Naghmeh  and  their  two 
children  live  in  Idaho. 

In  her  testimony  before  the 
U.S.  House  of  Representa¬ 
tives’  Foreign  Relations  Com¬ 
mittee,  Naghmeh  Abedini 
said  U.S.  negotiators  should 
discuss  her  husband  and 


PRISON  on  p  e 


Just  for  the  Record  „ 
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Nothing  new  under  sun 


A  ture  condemns  only  promiscuous, 

predatory,  and  pedophiBc  homoamual 
behavior  -  as  if  the  biblical  authors 
had  no  knowledge  of  consensual,  adult, 
monogamous  homosexuality. 

In  some  cases,  LGBT  (lesbian,  Gay, 

explicitly  that  me  ancient  world  was 
ignorant  of  modern  forms  of  homosexu¬ 
ality.  That  claim  is  false,  and  believers 
should  be  prepared  to  engage  same  sex 
marriage  advocates  in  the  ongoing  cul- 
tural  debate. 

The  suggestion  that  Scripture  doesn  t 
condemn  modem  homosexuality  is  one 
component  of  the  controversy  surrounding 
Weatherly  Heights  Church  in  Huntsville, 
AL  and  its  alleged  approval  of  same  sex 
unions.  Weatherly  Heights  Church  pastor 


Guest  opinion 

with  David  Roach 


tian  Teaching  on  Homosexuality,  identifies 
numerous  references  in  antiquity  to  adult 
consensual,  and  in  some  cases  monoga¬ 
mous  homosexuality,  including  same  sex 


authors  Donald  Fortson  and  RoQin  Grams: 
■TbetomL  jf  Egypt’s  Pharaoh  Niuserre 
oximatefy  2600  B.C.  pictures 
monarch’s  male  officials  holding 
1  bracing,  and  touching  noses  - 
way  to  depict 


two  oft 
hands, 
but  this  isa 


Ikhnaton 


Weatherly  Heights  Church  was  disfel-  other’s  chins, 
lowshipped  from  Madison  Association  While  the  prc«er  interpretation  of 

March  16  by  a  vote  of  the  body’s  executive  these  images  is  debated,  they  may  confirm 
board.  The  Alabama  Baptist  State  Board  Leviticus  18:3s  statement  that  Egyptians 
of  Missions  withdrew  fellowship  from  practiced  the  behaviors  condemned  in  thai 

Weatherly  Heights  Church  on  May  15,  chapter,  including  homosexual  acts, 
acting  on  behalf  of  the  Alabama  Baptist  ■  In  the  first  century  AD.,  the  Jewish 

State  Convention.  “Apocalypse  of  Abraham’  described  men 

The  Southern  Baptist  Convention  (SBC)  expressing  sexual  passion  for  one  another 
Executive  Committee,  gathering  at  the  site  ■  Plutarch,  a  Greek  author  contempt 
of  the  SBC  annual  meeting  in  Columbus,  raneous  with  the  New  Testament  writers, 

Oh^  is  expected  to  take  action  on  behatf  spoke  of  both  ‘‘unwiUing*  and  ‘'willing'' 

of  the  SBC  on  June  15  as  this  issue  of  The  sexual  unions  between  men. 

Baptist  Record  ts  going  to  press.  _  ■  A  second-  or  third-centuiy  Jew- 

■•  TT.  XT’*  i*h  writing  titled,  Sifir*,  appfea  Leviicus 

similar  to  Freeman in  septemDer  wnen  18:  Vs  condemnation  of  homosexual  acts 

ffie  SBCExecutive  Comnuttee  withdrew  to  “a  married  to  a  man  and  a  woman 
MowrfupfrocnhB  New  HrertCommunrty  (toJawoman.- 

ChurchmU  Mirada,  C*.,  for  its  approval  of  1  «  Juvenal,  a  first-  and  wcood-centur. 
Sa*B«SeFreianan,Co»t*2,  and  Vines,  the 

"TSSfiBEtt  wrote  .round  A.D. 
New  Testament  and  Homosexuality.  aoothMa<oiyof*bMnnngh»re*betweei 

Is  this  claim  true?  In  a  word,  no.  A  forth-  roach  on  p 

coming  book  from  BkH  Academic  titled. 


awarded  by  a  federal  jury  in  Salt  tianity.  All  of  them  —  all  —  turn 
t  city.  out  to  be  rumors. 

Unless  you  have  a  similar  Christians  should  be  smarter 

amount  of  money  from  which  you  than  that.  It  does  not  elevate  our 
don’t  mind  soon  bring  parted.  Kingdom  work  nor  glorify  our 
perhaps  you  should  take  heed.  Savior  to  spread  baseless  rumors 

it  juT** 

and -stare  logo  is  a  Be.  Pure  and  we’re  no  different  than  the  world 

simple.  If  you  repeat  it,  you’re  when  it  comes  to  troth,  gossip, 
a  liar.  If  you’re  a  Christian  and  and  rumor- mo Qjgering. 

you  repeat  it  you’d  better  check  This  is  especially  the  case 

up  on  what  the  Bible  has  to  say  when  there  are  so  many  ways 
about  false  witness.  open  to  us  to  check  out  these 

Tbe  mess  in  Utah  began  when  rumors.  The  first  way  is  to  visit 
Randy  L.  Haugen  dreuBed  the  company’s  web  site  or  call 
another  person’s  Satanism  ru-  their  toll-free  customer  service 
roor  about  Proctor  and  Gamble  telephone  number.  Ctances 
through  an  automated  phone  are,  you  won  t  be  the  first  call 
message  system.  As  distribution  they  receive, 
of  the  rumor  multiplied  beyond  Secondly,  there  are  many  goo. 
anything  Haugen  probably  could  Internet  sites  (not  nacessar- 
have  imagined,  a  version  of  K  in-  fly  Christian)  that  research  and 
evitably  turned  up  at  Proctor  and  refute  such  rumors.  Two  such 
Gamble  headquarters  in  Cincm-  sates  are  snopes.com.  and  urban 
nati,  Ohio.  legfnds.about.com.  Anyone  with 

Companies  take  their  public  a  computer  and  two  minutes  of 
image  seriously.  "This  is  about  free  time  can  avail  themselves  ol 
protecting  our  reputation,’  Jim  these  free  services. 

Johnson,  Proctor  and  Gamble’s  Thirdly,  the  mass  media  are 
chief  legal  counsel,  told  Associ-  frequently  full  of  articles  and 

ated  Press.  reports  that  explode  these  ru- 

Another  rumor  that  never  mors.  All  we  need  to  do  is 
seems  to  die  is  the  old  saw  that  pay  attention, 
the  late,  famed  atheist  Madalyn  Don’t  fall  for  these  rumors, 
Murray  O’Hair  is  working  to  many  of  which  are  undoubtedly 
get  all  Christian  programming  designed  and  promulgated  by 
removed  from  television.  detractors  with  the  intention 

Again,  not  true.  Such  a  feat  of  making  Christiana  look  bad. 
would  be  hard  to  accomplish  Any  amount  of  time  we  devote 
from  the  grave.  to  such  fruitless  activities  takes 

The  latest  variation  of  the  away  from  the  time  we  could  be 
endless  O’Hair  tale  involves  accomplishing  Kingdom  work. 
James  Dobson,  founder  of  Focus  If  we’re  not  focused  on  Jesus 
on  the  Family.  So  rampant  was  and  Kingdom  work,  then  why  m 
that  rumor  that  the  Focus  on  we  Christians? 
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Magna  Carta:  turning  point  in  world  history 


Worth  praying  about 

■  Pray  for  global.  national, 
and  local  government  lead¬ 
ers  as  they  make  decisions 
about  rights  and  freedoms. 

■  Ask  God  to  bring  free¬ 
dom  to  those  who  are  op¬ 
pressed  by  their  own  gov¬ 
ernments 

■  Thank  God  for  reigning 
with  both  justice  and  grace. 


Uwfuliixlgment  of  his  equals  or 
by  the  law  of  the  land.  To  no  one 
will  we  sell,  to  no  one  deny  or  de¬ 
lay  right  or  justice.” 

Applied,  it  meant  every  free 
man  nad  the  right  to  a  trial  by  a 


or  property  without  due  process  jury  of  his  peers, 
of  law."  That  sounds  much  like  Rebecca  Jones,  a  high  school 
the  Magna  Carta’s  39th  clause.  history  teacher  in  North  Caro- 
In  I3th-cenbiry  England,  King  that  while  Americans 

John  wasnt  the  most  popular  may  not  bear  about  the  Magna 
ruler.  His  frivolous  spending  and  Carta  as  much  as  the  U^Con- 
lack  of  concern  for  the  people  led  stitution  or  the  Bill  of  Rights,  it  is 
to  heavy  taxation.  Upaet  by  his  just  as  valuable 
selfish  monarchical  style,  power-  “The  Magna  Carta  is  one  of 
ful  barons  demanded  something  those  old,  dusty  documents  that 
be  done  my  students  are  always  really 

Along  with  several  bishops,  frustrated  that  they  have  to  learn 

the  barons  drafted  63  clauses  that  C_  _  1 _ _ ‘1 

helped  rein  in  King  John,  claim-  to  me,*"  Jones  said  “However,  I 
ing  all  free  men  -  even  the  mon-  think  that  we  have  to  understand 
arch  — were  subject  to  the  law.  that  this  document  is  just  as  im- 
At  Runnymede,  England,  in  portant  to  the  foundation  of  the 
1215,  King  John  placed  his  seal  American  political  system  as  our  pacted 
of  approval  on  the  document  that  own  documents  are. 
has  forever  shaped  the  relation-  “Those  ideas  of  limiting  that 
ship  between  governing  powers  power  of  the  king  would  in  turn 
and  free  men  in  democratic  so-  influence  the  writing  of  Ameri- 
cieties.  It  has  been  reported  the  ca’s  own  founding  government, 
king  was  none  too  happy  about  It  was  also  one  of  me  first  times 

the  political  pressure  brought  to  in  European  history  that  we  see  _ 

bear  on  him  to  sign  the  ground-  a  limit  on  absolute  monarchy.  Colonial  America,’*  Durfee  points 
breaking  document.  ^  something  that  wouldn’t  happen  out. 

Translated  from  its  original  in  France  until  the  revolution  in  ■  The  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
Latin,  the  Magna  Carta  (which  1789  or  in  Russia  until  1918.  dence  in  177b. 


“It’s  very  important  for  me  to  ■  The  Articles  of  Confedera-  The  American  E 
show  my  students  the  progres-  tion  in  1777.  ciation  (ABA)  will  t 

sion  of  representative  govern-  This  all  led  up  to  the  draft-  600-800  U.S.  lawyer 
ment  throughout  world  history.  ing,  signing  and  ratification  of  memorate  the  annivei 
and  eventually  to  how  it  would  the  U.S.  Constitution  in  1787  and  monument  the  ABA 
influence  our  own.**  1788  and  the  Bill  of  Rights  in  Runnymede  in  1957.  ( 

_ _ _ _ _  Mark  Durfee  agrees.  The  UJS.  1789  and  1791,  Durfee  said.  abeth  II  also  will  mal 

about  because  it  doesn’t  apply  history  teacher  in  Texas  says  the  Anniversary  celebrations  in  to  the  location  where 

—  .  *  Magna  Carta  was  the  “founds-  the  United  States  occurred  as  Carta  was  bom. 

tional  influence”  that  led  to  the  early  as  November  2014.  The  The  British  Library 
English  Bill  of  Rights  of  1689.  Library  of  Congress  hosted  a  —  Magna  Carta:  Lai 
In  North  America,  it  largely  im-  copy  of  the  Magna  Carta  for  10  Legacy'  —  is  open  to 
1;  weeks,  along  with  other  docu-  through  Sept.  1  and 

■  The  Virginia  House  of  Bur-  ments  that  depicted  “how  a  two  of  the  four  existii 

gesses  in  1619.  number  of  the  most  basic  prin-  copies  of  the  doom 

■  The  Mayflower  Compact  in  ciples  of  the  U.S.  Constitution  King  John’s  reign. 

162c  —  consent  of  the  governed,  the  Tne  struggle  for 

■  The  Fundamental  Orders  of  right  to  a  trial  by  iury,  the  right  liberty  has  been  in  pi 
Connecticut  in  1639  -  “the  first  to  due  process  of  law,  freedom  800  years.  At  a  time 
written  constitution  in  English  from  unlawful  imprisonment  ing  religious  liberty  i 

and  limited  government  un-  domestic  and  worldv 
der  the  law  —  can  be  traced  to  started  on  the  fields 
Magna  Carta,"  according  to  the  mede  in  1215  remair 
Library  of  Congress  website.  to  the  present  day. 


VIDA 


“We  have  been  amazed  at  how  many 
indivifluals  and  churches  have  utilized 
the  3  Circles  since  we  introduced  it  last 

Er  in  Baltimore,"  NAMB  president 
in  Ezell  said.  “The  Spanish  transin 
tion  means  even  more  people  can  use  this 
resource  to  share  Christ.  It  works  with 
anyone,  anywhere,  and  we  hope  every 
Southern  Baptist  will  learn  how  to  use  it 
so  they  can  be  ready  for  the  opportunity 
God  brings  every  day.” 

The  Spanish  edition  was  written  in 
standard  Spanish,  leaving  out  any  slang, 
to  fit  as  many  Spanish-speaking  contexts 
as  possible.  The  Life  On  Mission  suite  will 
allow  the  3,000-plus  Hispanic  Southern 
Baptist  churches  in  North  America  to 
better  engage  their  members  in  their  own 
context  to  point  everyday  conversations 
toward  Chnst. 
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I  recently  encountered  a  man  who  was 
out  walking  his  dogs.  Three  dogs  as  a 
matter  of  met,  all  of  them  on  leashes. 
Two  of  them  were  larger  than  average 
size  dogs.  One  somewhat  sheep  looking 
dog,  the  other  one  a  German  shepherd 
mix  and  a  third  one  was  about  the  size  of 
the  fellow’s  foot  and  looked  like  he  had 
several  mixtures  in  him.  I  spoke  to  the 
fellow  and  said,  “You’ve  got  a  handful, 
haven’t  ya?“  He  said,  “Yeah,  1  do.  The 
two  big  ones  are  fine  but  the  little  one  is 
always  trouble.*  Sure  enough,  just  over 
a  few  steps  1  saw  the  little  jmy  was  the 
problem.  He  was  running  in  and  out  un¬ 
der  the  other  two  dogs  and  around  back 
of  the  fellow  who  was  trying  to  corral 
them.  Right  there  almost  on  command 
he  started  being  trouble.  As  we  parted 
and  walked  off,  the  man  stumbled  as  be 
almost  tripped  and  fell  on  the  leash  that 
went  to  the  little  dog  because  he  was 
darting  around  again. 

1  went  on  my  way  hoping  that  poor 
fellow  made  it  to  wherene  was  going 
with  the  dogs  and  thinking  about  the 
words  of  Solomon  who  said  that  it's  the 
little  foxes  that  ruin  the  vines  (Song 
ofSoL2:l5).  No  doubt  Solomon  was 
talking  about  a  vineyard  that  had  grapes 
hanging  in  clusters.  While  the  big  foxes 
were  out  eating  other  things  and  getting 
into  other  stuff,  the  little  foxes  can  come 
in  and  ruin  a  good  duster  of  grapes. 

It  is  also  true  that  Solomon  was  also 
probably  trying  to  convey  a  wonderful 
spiritual  truth  that  people  need  to  be 
alert,  aware,  and  attentive  to  the  little 
things  in  their  lives  that  could  go  wrong 
and  rum  all  the  big  things. 

We  see  it  aH  the  time.  It’s  just  one 
small  thing  that  begins  a  downhill  slide 
and  a  lot  of  other  things  create  a  di- 


The  Trouble  with  Little  Dogs 


lemma  in  a  person’s  life.  It  is  true  and 
genuine  insight  to  understand  that  it’s 
the  first  drink  that  begins  the  rood  to 
alcoholism.  It’s  the  first  experimenta¬ 
tion  with  drugs  that  can  set  you  on  the 
courae  that  can  ruin  your  life.  It  is  the 
first  dollar  or  quarter  gambled  that  can 
capture  you  in  an  addiction  that  can  ruin 
you  financially.  It  is  the  small  things.  It 
is  the  beginning  of  things  that  lead  in 
time  to  great  sadness. 

It  is  so  interesting  to  stop  and  think 
about  the  fact  that  often  in  our  spiritual 
lives  there  are  what  people  think  are 
little  sins  that  begin  or  those  things  that 
people  see  as  just  small  and  insignificant 
that  become  ruination  to  us.  Take  just 
a  moment  to  think  about  some  little 
that  have  crept  into  your  life, 
little  sins.  It  s  interesting  how 
tk  some  sins  are  small  ana  some 
are  big.  We  refer  to  a  little  white  lie  and 
a  big  Mack  lie  and  the  truth  is  that  the 
tittle  white  tie  may  be  more  detrimen¬ 


tal  than  ti*  big  menster  of  a  tie.  A  lie 
is  wron&  but  tf  you  think  that  because 
it’s  small  and  on  the  margin*  of  life  and 
insignificant,  you  are  exactly  wrong. 

Maybe  just  a  little  attitude  has  crept 
into  your  life.  A  bad  attitude  toward 
somebody  or  something  and  you  just 
let  it  live  and  grow  and  sit  around  in 
the  fringes  of  your  mind  and  worse 
around  your  heart  and  you’ve  developed 
a  growing  bad  attitude  toward  a  fellow 
worker  or  friend  or  family  member  or 
your  church  or  just  people  in  general. 

It  would  be  wise  to  check  it  out  and  do 
something  about  it  tike  confess  and  let 
God  remove  it 

Maybe  you  have  let  one  of  the  little 
sins  of  the  flesh  become  a  toy  in  your 
mental  processes  to  the  point  that  men* 
and  more  it  has  become  a  part  of  your 
life  and  more  and  more  you  realize  what 
shouldn’t  be  there  has  become  a  con¬ 
stant  member  of  your  mental  family. 

It’s  time  to  take  action  and  stop  the  tittle 


dog  from  running  around  and  tripping 
you  everywhere  you  turn. 

It  could  be  that  the  little  thing  that  is 
a  part  of  your  life  is  just  silence;  being 
silent  when  you  should  be  speaking 
Now  I  recognize  that  more  often  than 
not,  we’re  speaking  when  we  should  be 
silent,  but  sometimes  when  it  comes  to 
speaking  up  for  the  Lord  or  the  things 
tnat  are  true  and  right,  even  for  things 
'hat  are  encouraging  and  helpful,  we 
just  stay  silent.  James  said,  ‘Therefore 
to  him  that  knoweth  to  do  good,  and 
doeth  it  not,  to  him  it  is  sin*  (James 
4:17).  Sometimes  we  let  tittle  sins  of 
our  disconnectedness,  quietness,  lack  of 
encouragement  and  blessing  toward  oth¬ 
ers  to  creep  in. 

How  long  has  it  been  since  you 
have  written  a  note  to  someone  who 
has  blessed  your  life?  How  long  has 
it  been  since  you  have  talked  with 
someone  you  see  all  the  time  and  have 
grown  to  just  take  them  a' id  their  care 
for  you  forgranted  and  you’ve  done 
nothing?  Tuat  tittle  silent  creature  has 
become  part  of  your  life  maybe  has 
messed  up  some  things  around  you 
but  more  than  that  have  kept  you  from 
being  open  and  caring  to  share  with 
somebody  else,  little  dogs  are  like 
that  and  they'll  mess  up  the  big  things. 

So  today  try  this.  Whatever  the  little 
dog  is  that  is  creating  havoc  in  your  life, 
deal  with  it.  Either  tie  him  up  and  leave 
him  out  of  your  life  or  be  plain,  clear, 
and  authoritative  to  tel)  him  he  can’t 


run  your  life.  God  will 
you  will  not  only  be  *  * 
a  blessing. 


you  and 
I;  you  can  be 


The  author  can  be  contacted  at  direc- 
tionsQmbcb.org. 


Vacation  Bible  School 


GRACE  CROSSING  CHURCH,  MADISON,  held  its  first  Vacation  Bible  School  recently  with  a 
high  attendance  for  the  week  of  188  children  and  154  adults.  1 


WILLIAMS  VILLE  CHURCH.  KOSCIUSKO,  recently  held  its 
VBS.  Shown  are  Anne  Plunkett  and  other  leaders  with  some 
of  the  children. 


In  other  VBS  News: 

►  Rowood  Church,  FVowood 

June  21  -  25, 6  -  8:30  p.m.,  ages 


3  -  6th 


"A6 


Register  at  www. 


flowoodbaptistchurch.org. 

>  Grace  Church.  Decatur 

June  22  -  26,  5:30  p.m.  -  8:30 
p.m.,  ages  3  -  6th  grade. 


FREDONIA  CHURCH,  NEW 
ALBANY,  honored  Rose 
Weeden  June  7  for  her  16 
years  service  as  VBS  direc¬ 
tor.  She  has  been  directing  or 
teaching  VBS  for  the  last  45 
consecutive  years. 


Bible  Drill 


WILU AMS VILUE  CHURCH,  KOSCIUSKO,  recognizes  its 
Bible  drillers,  shown  with  leaders  Cindy  Smith.  Jimmy  Wil 
liamson,  and  Lenita  Gentry. 


CENTER  CHURCH,  ATTALA  COUNTY,  recognizes  its 

Bible  drillers 
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STATE  LITERACY  MISSIONS  RETREAT 


MISSISSIPPI 


CHURCH 


2015 


July  16-18,  201  5^ 

‘Morrison  Heights 
Baptist  fchurch 
ClintonMS 


To  register  call: 


Registration: 


>ry 


04cc f&Os  Q^f&cc 

8:30  un.  Friday,  July  31-1:30  p.m.  Saturday,  August  1,  2015 
Garaywa  Camp  and  Conference  Canter 

Basic  Workshops  and  Seminars  offered  for 
ail  areas  of  Literacy  Missions: 

Adult  Reading  end  Writing  (ARW),  English  as  a  Second  Language  (ESL), 
Tutoring  Children  and  Youth  (TCY) 

Registration  Fee:??0  early  bird  foefbre  July  1,  2015) 

$30  after  July  1,2015 

REGISTRATION  DEADLINE  IS  JULY  24,  2015 
Deadline  for  registration:  July  24,  2015,  Early  Bird  by  July  1,  2015 
For  more  information  on  the  State  Literacy  Missions  Retreat 
and  registration,  please  contact: 

Cindy  Heim  bach,  662-417-3944  or  cindybeimbachOmsn  com 
or  Paula  Smith— 601-292-3336  or  psmithGmbcbcxg 

A  Ministry  of  the  MS  WMU  at  the  MBCB 
1-800-748-1651,  Ext.  336 


Friday,  July  24.  2015 
6:30  8:30  p.m. 
Mississippi  Coliseum 
Jackson 

Doors  open  <it  5:15  p  i 
NO  COST 

NO  REGISTRATION 


2015 


\ 


\ 


*  ^ 
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ADO  i  1  •  I  3  '  OARAvWA CAMP  &  CONFERENCE  C EO'cR  CLINTON  MS 


1  MISSISSIPPI  BAPTIST  CONVENTION  BOARD  1 


; 


fly 


<  i\  n 


« 


o 


i 


ORDER  RESOURCES 
FOR  STATE 
MISSIONS 


OOALi  $2,000,000 

VAMRIR-OCTOID 


BT~"rrr 

,  ,‘>,r  ,g;v.  ..^ggn 


Minion  Strategy  |M8CB|  (MO)  746-1651 


Cost  of  Conference  S3Q 


Reqi  tr.ifrofi  dt».i 


'15 


SCHOOL 

PRAYERWALK 


STARTING  AUGUST  1-31 

Pray  lor  our  students*  teachers*  A  administrators.  Pray  that 
the  Glory  of  the  lord  will  fill  the  offices,  classrooms,  halls 
and  athletic  fields  of  our  Mississippi  schools,  especially  our 
colleges  and  universities!  Suggested  resources  to  help  you 
plan  may  be  found  here: 

httpyAeww.mbcb.org/womans-missioriary-oniQn/prayer/ 


Cowtect  Tammy  Anderson  of  the  MS  WMU  for  advice: 

601-292-3323  or  tandersonOmbcb.org 


GROWIN(Q0URCHES® 

Sponw»dbyMSDB|>IMCowwnlion&No»»lyBB«plMAwrr1«linfi 

Growing  Churches  Conference 

Friday  and  Saturday,  August  7*  and  8*\  2015 

Harrisburg  Baptist  Church 
4675  Cliff  Gookm  Btvd 
Tupelo,  MS  38801 


6I2.5M.17M  Of  log  on  to  i 

cm 


*00*74*1651.  CM.2BX  or  60 IMMi 


coll  tho  Loo  County  Baptist  Association 


(faptofBitMKBat 


8015  STRTE  SEniOR  RflLLV 

THURSDfiV.  HUGUST  27 
CROSSGHTES  BC.  BRFTOOn 
[$1  FIT  THE  DOOR] 


Featuring:  Jenny  Nolen,  Purvis 


MISSISSIPPI  Jt/A/U 

^  Chtirdl  Million,  LMdwihip  Trojnlwg 


JANUARY  BIBLE 
STUDY  PREVIEW 


far  dnadi  faodm  nrifl  bn 


6:00  p,*.  -  *00  pj* 

turn  S*mtBC.  Hudmkm 


»*  Mha—  6  ot  9:30  m 


HATTIESBURG 


SEPTEMBER  19, 2015 
GARAYWA  CAMP  ft 


L— dWiditot— chfaripxm^ 


i  Mississippi 
■  Missionary 
F  Fellowship 


Saturday,  September  19,  2015 
8:30  a.m.  -  1 2:30  p.m. 
Garaywa  Camp  and  Conference  Center 
Clinton,  MS 


Mississippi 

4L|4  Missionary 
Parents 

X  T&f  Fellowship 


Friday-Saturday,  September  18-19,  2015 
2:00  p.m.  Friday  -  12:30  p.m.  Saturday 
Garaywa  Camp  and  Conference  Center,  Clinton,  MS 

For  registration  and  more  information  contact  Paula 
Smith  -  601-292-3336,  E-mail  psmith@mbcb.org 


\ 
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Pray  this  day  for... 


June  19 -July  9,  20V5 


‘Fvr  be gwa  fifty// Lx  sypaAra//,  Sriygt^sA/fiAfifih.  fa  a// feap/a,  bwwh^ 
us  h>  reHPHMfi  Ahsaffiyiess  AyJwpr/^/tj pAssifiAs,  aa} /we  ss/f-cfitbrol/d,  Apr'ieft, 
Ah}fig}/g  /was  in  be paeseh/'Aeg. . .  ‘  77/m  2.JMZ  (&S0 


Pray  for  Guy  DeMars,  Pray  for  The 
missionary mmaerlinc  :•  Ketri  Oewe 
to  Sub-Saharan  African  aries  mroiseer 

Peoples  Ifwough  hosptof-  Kian  Peeples 

t/  caonStbtkxi 


Pray  for  Thomas  &  Pray  for  AMn  4  Mary 
Kerri  Dewett,  rressrory  i  Doyte.  m&stanarres 

artes  mmiscering  toAmer-  mrwemg  to  European 


Prayfor  Clarence 
Frank  4  Phoebe 

Harrision.  m&jonar les 
mostehng  to  American 
Peoples 


3y  for  Ronald  4  Pray  fo  MWard  Jones. 

Beverly  Holmes. 

missionaries  rnffifctcnnQ  fo  European  Heop*es 
toEufope^Pe^  student evarv 

churdVhdme  outreach  . 

r  m  nnn^irm 

6i  cwngcuyn 


Pray  for  Susan  Jones. 

rrwaonary  nmnisienng 
to  East  Asian  Peoples 
through  student  evarv 


general  ftengefom 

cnufldyhonieou^ 
&  evangelism 


Pray  for  Kenneth  4  Pray  for  Thomas  4 

| S  i  la-  ft  ..  nnl  ^  — — 

rviniDvi Ijf  rWinCOCK#  tH/finiv  nWiUn, 

mrssionarles  rmmrenng  rmssionaes  mrcienng 

to  EuropeanPeopies  to  European  Peoples 

trvajqh  student  evange-  through  strate^coortfe- 

lism,  cKjrrfVhome  out-  nation  *r 
reach  and  evangelism 


,  for  Aaron  4  Pray  far.  Sheila  Flowers 

f  Epps,  mesionar-  rr  wssionary  numstemg 
Storing  to  Arnerv  to  European  Peoples 

30es  tnrcxju'  through  ^fomr*str  aeon 


&ewahg**sm 


tayk  John  4  Melin¬ 
da  Kyxar,  mrssfonaries 

wistt^  ig  European 

c,eopfos  tffougnpersor> 


Pray  for  Timothy  & 
Rebecca  Ughtsey, 

missionaries  mrotermg 


jutreach  4  evangrtsm 


Pray  for  Cindy 
Demars.  missionary 
ministering  to  Europe* 


for  Robert  4 


V  nTissforg^smrger- 
!  &  evangelism. 


Pray  for  Davtd  & 

Gloria  Glaze,  misuonar 
tes  mfotstering  to  Deaf 
Peoples  through  media 
promotiaiVconSultaeon 


Fray  far  Earl  4  Ramona  Pray**  Raymond  4 

Hewitt  missionaries  Cynthia  Hodqins. 

nrwtenng  to  Sut>  mnuonanes  mastering 

Saharan /wean  Peoples  to  Deaf  Peoples  through 
rhrough  meebene.  sport:  evangelism 

.  r  Kirch/home  outreach  churctVhome  outreach 

%  evangetem  &  evangelism 


Pray  for  Jeffery  4 
Uesa  Holeman, 

rmssronaries  mrtstenng 
to  Amencan  Peoples 
through  strategy  coord* 


Pray  Hr  Janet  HoSoway, 

^Msaonary  ministering 
to  European  Peoples 
through  student  evan¬ 
gelism. 


MROE  DRHZZ  UKM  ECK  CKM  CP  MRO 
DEBHQCQKOD:  EOH,  MRO  MSAO 
JCAOMR,  MRHM  TRCDCOLOW  YSZ- 
ZOMR  ECK  TSZZ  MRSBY  MRHM  RO 
NCOMR  QCN  DOWLSJO. 


XCRB  DSFMOOB:  MTC 

Clue:  T=W 

Have  fun  with  cryptography  and  exercise  your  Bible 
knowledge .  A  King  James  Version  Bible  verse  has  been  en¬ 
coded  by  letter  substitution.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to 

last  week's  pusde:  Amos  9:2 
By  Chart**  Marx,  1 932-2004,  C  2005 


PLEASANT  RIDGE  BAPTIST  CHURCH  M  PART«TNE  STUDENT  MMOTER  NEEDED 
WOOOLAMO,  MB  SEEKS  A  PART -TIM  AT  EAST  COtUMBM  BAPTIST  CHURCH 
ISMSTER  Of  MUSIC  Ptaaaa  aand  raaipna*  M  COLUMBIA,  MS.  Plaaae  sand  raaumes 
to  PM  Bapfeto  Church.  90S  CR  to:  Mwi  Cowwtow,  386  Co Mm 
418,  Woodhfto  MS  39776  or  ^na»  to  Purw  Road,  CoMtou,  MS  30429  or  unM 


ERiX  releases  ‘Protecting 
Your  Ministry’  legal  manual 


BETHEL  BAPTMT  CHURCH,  A  SMALL 
COUNTRY  CHURCH  BETWEEN  OREM 


COUNTY,  0  ACCEPTPG  RESUMES  fOR 
THE  POSfflON  Of  BMPOCATIOMAL  PAS' 
TOR.  PMMndMmattoPO  Bbr24S. 

OwuMtoa  3S737 _ 

ANTIOCH  BAPTIST  CHURCH  CO¬ 
LUMBUS,  MS  (EAST  CENTRAL  MS)  M 
SEARCH  Of  MYOCATIONAL  PASTOR. 
RMumaa  may  ha  sutwtftod  to  8080  Huy  45 

Hwth.  CohiaMua.  MS  30706 _ 

CENTRAL  BAPTIST  CHURCH  MCCOMB. 
IS  SEEKMG  A  FULL-TIME  MUSIC  MMM> 
TER.  Tito  panon  AMI  ba  to*  to  hoM  on  to 
ndkMi  toemuto  ol  went*  Mia  mow* 

to  •  a  corlwnporiryj<yto  PMo  land 

fftutaaatocbcynooomb^yahoo  com _ 

BUCATUNMA  BAPTIST  CHURCH  M 
CLARKE  COUNTY  M  ACCEPTOR*  RE¬ 
SUMES  FOR  EITHER  BL  VOCATIONAL  OR 
FULL-TIME  PASTOR.  Ptoaaa  aand  mums 
to  10806  CR514,  MM.  M6  39301 


MULUNB  STATION  BAPTMT  CHURCH 
B  ACCEPTOR*  RESUMES  FOR  A  BL 
YOCATOML  PASTOR.  MM  muvm.  Sons 
«to any audo COsor  m bato  MtouMii 
M  toteamsto  aaivP  to  S^Covsito 
tot.  MMto  Stolon  BmM  Ouch.  1170  totona 
Stolon  RdL.  MvtfNi  TN  38134  ore-maito 


7431  or  to  ua  to  862-4568743 
GATLBMURS  PBfTALB:  CM*  "fon* 
ato Qondp S75ABI 


STAKED  GLASS:  na»  and  »pato 

HopptoStototolGto^Jactaon.  601-502-0202 
CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLStiRY,  WEB 
ESTMATES.  Ototo  Ifehototory  QiMnari  Ma 
Ptana  801-7768817 _ _ 

SliisED  GLASBBKMKR  9C*  aarar^ 

AL  tow  1982.  CM  8008062970 


StoTTHYtoLf  BAPTIST  CHURCH  •  SEEK- 
BIB  A  FUU.-TME  STUDENT  WNMTPL 
Ptoaaa  sand  nauma  to  SndMa  Baton 
Church.  P  O  Ben  52,  Sntohtoto.  M6  38>70 
THE  NT  OLMB  BAPTMT  CHURCH  M 
SMTTHOALE,  MS  M  CURRENTLY  REC8V- 
MG  RESUMES  FOR  THE  POSfUON  OF 
BMOCATIONAL  NMSSTER  Of  MUMC. 
Ptoaaa  aand  raaumaa  to  ■MoMbatoto- 
c*urch<M*ooni  or  mil  to  MK30C  .  5509 
MS  Haw  570,  StoMMato,  MS30864 _ 


U8ERTY  BAPTMT  CHURCH  UBERTY  IS 
ACCEPTOR*  RESUMES  FOR  A  FULL-TIME 


to  Ubsrty  Baptot  Ctourth,  ATTN  Pamwto 
CBiwatotorTOto  ” 

MEEOE^^^^^^TiONAL 
MMSTER  OF  YOUTH  AMD  CfMJDRBI  AT 
ASHLAND  BAPTMT  CHURCH  M  ASH¬ 
LAND,  MS.  Sand  raaumaa  to  Mr.  Stotoy 
Poi  285  Cartar  Ftoto  Atotond.  MS  3B803  or 

atototoatontoypoSeyahooco^ _ 


\MNDGW  AMD  SCREEN  SHOP  —  tondtwa 
and  stomv  tondoaa  tuto  to  B  you  oparsng 
Ptot  nw  Mntoar  sonant  and  mown  old 
sonant  CM  Tom  Coot  801-7064879 
WMM.SEBRENHOME  IMPROVEMENT 
COML  CtoMton  emiad  Dto  S  Rto  Stoma 

tOMUM  M  I— »  **»»■??*'* 

moto,  acman  &  aanrooma,  pMtoccrmfa.^^w' 


OCTTHEKSTRAT^T  OtoHaMBtowSw 
and  Matocma  Su&rnmSL  CM  1-I0064L 

tltotototmnarfumatotototowai^^ 
HEOELBERG  STAMED  VLASS,  MEMD- 

uSl  oSgh  fabrcatioh  repam 

^Mm9tor«ddto»  oam  or  cto  806386 

2706  _ 

AFFORDABLE  SEACHMDE  VACATION 
CONDOS:  GMShxaa  8  OanQS  Baach.  AL 


251-752-2386 


WASHINGTON  IBP)  -  Tbe 
Southern  Baptist  Ethics  and 
Religious  Liberty  Commission 
(ERLC)  has  collaborated  with 
a  leading  legal  advocacy  orga¬ 
nization  to  provide  guidance 
for  churches  and  other  institu¬ 
tions  in  the  face  of  the  advance 
of  so-called  "sexual  liberty" 
and  same  sex  marriage. 

ERLC  and  Alliance  Defend¬ 
ing  Freedom  (ADF)  in  Scott¬ 
sdale,  Az.,  have  published 
Protecting  Your  Ministry,  a 
44-page  legal  manual  designed 
to  equip  Southern  Baptist 
Convention  fSBC)  and  other 
evangelical  churches  and  in¬ 
stitutions  with  legal  protection 
against  sexual  orientation  and 
gender  identity  lawsuits. 

The  manual  includes  check¬ 
lists  to  guide  Christian  insti¬ 
tutions  on  maximizing  their 
religious  liberty  protections 
unoer  the  law  and  maintaining 
their  freedom  to  proclaim  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus.  It  also  pro¬ 
vides  sample  documents  such 
as  a  membership  agreement, 
facility  use  policy,  and  article 
for  a  statement  of  faith. 

ERLC  President  Russell 
Moore  said  he  is  thankful  to 
work  with  ADF  "to  produce  this 
resource  to  help  equip  churches 
on  how  to  remain  faithful  to  our 
mission  in  a  culture  that  often 
disagrees  with  our  message.” 

"Without  soul  freedom  we 
have  no  other  liberties,"  Moore 
said  in  an  ERLC  news  release. 
"The  church  cannot  outsource 
our  convictions  to  the  state." 

ADF  President  Alan  Sears 
said  his  organization  is  hon¬ 
ored  to  cooperate  with  Nash¬ 
ville-based  ERLC  “as  fellow 
servants  of  churches  and  Gos¬ 
pel  ministers  across  America 
who  are  looking  for  answers  to 
the  challenges  against  our  fun¬ 
damental  freedoms  of  religion, 
speech  and  conscience." 

In  the  ERLC  release.  Sears 
described  the  Southern  Bap- 

Revivals  & 
Homecomings 

►  ML  Vernon  Church,  Me¬ 
ridian:  125th  anniversary, 
June  at;  services,  10:30 
a  m.,  followed  by  fellow 
ship. 

^  Concord  Church.  Smith 

County:  Revival,  June  at  - 
26;  Sun.,  11  a.m.,  followed 
by  hutch;  Mon.  -  FrL,  7 
p.m.;  Hal  Daigre,  speaker, 
k  Singleton  Church,  Lou¬ 
isville:  Revival,  June  21  - 
24;  Sun.,  it  a.m.,  followed 
by  covered  dish  lunch  and  6 
p.m.;  Mon.  -  Wed.,  7  p.m.; 
Trent  Jaudon,  speaker; 
Lawrence  Runnels,  pastor. 


PROTECTING 

MOM  SEXl/AL  ORIINTATION 

YOUR 

ClNOII  IDENTITY 

MINISTRY 


A  l4pU*U>  (m  SMkn  Bap*  mi 


tist  entity  as  "an  indispensable 
champion  for  religious  free¬ 
dom  and  human  dignity  and  a 
strong,  steady  voice  of  hope." 

The  release  of  the  le¬ 
gal  manual  comes  at  a  time 
when  the  expansion  of  same 
sex  marriage  —  as  well  as 
sexual  orientation  and  gen¬ 
der  identity  ordinances  -  has 
resulted  in  a  growing  clash 
between  “sexual  liberty"  and 
religious  liberty.  , 

Especially  in  the  mar¬ 
riage  context,  the  rights  of 
same  sex  couples  have  typi¬ 
cally  triumphed  over  the  reli¬ 
gious  freedom  of  individuals 
and  organizations. 

Florists,  bakers,  photog¬ 
raphers  and  other  business 
owners  who  have  conscien¬ 
tious  objections  to  providing 
their  services  for  same-sex 
ceremonies  have  been  penal¬ 
ized  by  courts  or  commis¬ 
sions  or  are  facing  penalties. 
The  booklet  provides  several 
examples  of  business  owners 
and  schools  who  have  been 
pressured  by  government  en¬ 
tities  to  violate  their  religious 
convictions  regarding  sexual¬ 
ity  and  marriage 

Sexual  orientation  nor¬ 
mally  includes  homosexuality 
and  bisexuality,  while  gender 
identity,  or  transgender  sta¬ 
tus,  refers  to  what  sex  a  per¬ 
son  identifies  with,  regard- 


”[W]e  must  equip 
ourselves  with  the 
resources  available  to 
do  ministry  in  the 
21  st  century  without 
compromising  our 
convictions  and  the 
rights  to  actively 
maintain  those 
convictions " 

Daan  Insarra 

senior  pastor  of  City 
Church  in  Tallahasaaa.  Fla. 

less  of  his  or  her  physiological 
make-up. 

Dean  Insena,  senior  pastor 
of  City  Church  in  Tallahassee, 
Fla.,  said  the  advance  of  same 
sex  marriage  in  particular  has 
resulted  in  "new  waters"  for 
many  pastors. 

“(W)e  must  equip  ourselves 
with  the  resources  available 
to  do  ministry  in  the  21st  cen¬ 
tury  without  compromising 
our  convictions  and  the  rights 
to  actively  maintain  those 
convictions,"  Inserra  said 
in  the  ERLC  release  He  is  a 
member  of  the  ERLC’s  Lead¬ 
ership  Council. 

The  guide  may  be  accessed 
online  without  cost  at  ERLC. 
com/store. 
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OFFERING 

cant  from  p.  1 

“God  has  given  His  people 
wealth  for  the  sake  of  His  wor¬ 
ship,  and  I  praise  Him  for  how 
this  money  will  serve  as  a  tool  in 
His  hands  for  the  multiplication 
of  the  church  and  the  magnifi¬ 
cation  of  His  name.” 

The  Woman’s  Missionary 
Union  (WMU)  auxiliary  to  the 
Southern  Baptist  Convention, 
headquartered  in  Birmingham, 
promotes  the  offering  in  part¬ 
nership  with  1MB. 

“We  are  grateful  for  the  con¬ 
tinued  strong  financial  support 
and  fervent  prayers  of  South¬ 
ern  Baptists  for  international 
missions.  Praying  for  our  mis¬ 
sionaries  and  giving  of  our 
resources  to  aid  in  the  work 
of  overseas  missions  is  at  the 
heart  of  who  we  are  in  WMU," 
said  Wanda  Lee,  WMU  execu¬ 
tive  director-treasurer. 

"As  Southern  Baptists  learn 
how  God  is  at  work  around 
the  world,  they  live  of  their 
rcoowrccs  and  otter  more  in- 
famed  prayers  for  those  who 
have  committed  their  lives 
to  following  die  Great  Com¬ 
mission  into  all  the  world  so 
the  Gosoel  will  be  proclaimed 
among  all  people. " 

The  ottering  enables  mis¬ 
sionaries  to  go  into  areas  un¬ 
touched  by  the  Gospel,  engage 
people  groups  with  no  believers 


?  -  ,  - 


FAMILY  TIME  -  In  a  remote  village  along  the  Amazon 
River  in  South  America,  a  missionary  family  whose  names 
and  exact  location  are  being  withheld  sits  outside  their  home 
to  enjoy  the  cool  breeze  of  late  afternoon. The  Lottie  Moon 
offering  funds  their  living  and  ministry  expenses.  (BP  photo 
courtesy  of  IMB) 

or  Scriptures,  start  churches,  2014  annual  statistical  report  (re- 
and  make  disciples.  fleeting  2013  year-end  statistics). 

IMB  missionaries  and  their  Beyond  mat,  trained  disciples 
ministry  partners  communicated  among  235  people  groups  en- 
the  Gospel  to  more  than  1.7  m3-  raged  their  own  people  inside 
lion  people,  led  nearly  275.000  their  countries.  Disciples  among 
people  to  faith  in  Christ,  bap-  62  people  groups  engaged  dif- 
tizea  more  than  190,000  new  ferent  groups  or  cities  within 
believers,  and  started  mote  than  their  countries  and  workers  rep- 
13,000  churches  and  many  more  resenting  26  people  groups  went 
believer  groups  that  will  become  beyond  their  own  countries  to 
churches,  according  to  IMB's  reach  different  groups. 


SPVttNG  HAL  CHURCH,  WATERFORD,  has  caHedTylerWm- 
ningham  as  youth  pastor.  He  is  shown  with  poster  John  Parker. 


CHURCH,  SAUCIER,  has  calledTom  Conn  as 
He  is  shown  with  pester  Teny  Upchurch,  right 


PRISON 

cone  from  p  1 

other  Americans  held  captive 
in  Iran  during  nuclear  talks 
rather  than  merely  mention¬ 
ing  them  on  the  sidelines. 

“As  1  shared  in  front  of  our 
Congress  last  week,  the  Irani¬ 
an  government  might  turn  up 


the  heat  in  the  furnace  (as  in 
Daniel  3),”  Naghmeh  Abedini 
said  on  Facebook,  "but  Saeed 
refuses  to  deny  his  faith  in  Je¬ 
sus  Christ  and  continues  to  be 
a  witness  in  that  dark  prison. 
Jesus  is  with  Saeed  in  that 
fiery  furnace.  He  wants  you 
to  know  that  he  has  felt  your 
prayers  in  his  darkest  mo¬ 
ments.  Thank  you." 


Abedini  has  been  impris¬ 
oned  in  Iran  since  Sept.  26, 
2012,  because  of  his  Chris¬ 
tian  faith.  Arrested  while 
helping  build  an  orphan¬ 
age  in  his  native  country,  he 
was  sentenced  Jan.  27,  2013, 
on  charges  he  threatened 
Iranian  national  security 
by  planting  house  churches 
years  earlier. 


Submission  Guidelines 

The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  and  photographs  of  special  events  that 
take  piece  in  cooperating  churches  of  the 
Missiaaippi  Baptist  Convention.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  depicting  benefits  and 
activities  for  secular  or  outside  organizations 
wilt  not  be  published 

Preferred  method,  news  may  be  submitted 
electronically  to  the  email  address  below,  and 
must  be  included  ic  the  message  segment  of 
an  e-mail  form.  Secondary  method:  news  may 
be  typewritten  or  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by 
11-inch  paper  end  mailed.  AM  art idea  must  be 
received  in  writing:  no  articles  will  be  accepted 
over  the  telephone  Due  to  ever-present  virus 
threats,  no  text  attachments  win  be  accepted 
Photograph  attachments  in  JPEG  format  are 
permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise  Include  the 
who.  what,  when,  where  details  of  the  story, 
along  with  a  contact  person's  address  and 
telephone  number. 

Photographs  muss  be  submitted  electronicafty 


via  e-mail,  as  attachments  in  JPEG. format.  Hard 
copy  photographs  mailed  through  the  postal 
service  will  not  be  accepted.  Photographs  must 
be  deer,  sharp,  and  welHighted.  Photographs 
must  depict  people  No  landscape-,  building-,  or 
bbjecfronfy  photographs  will  be  printed. 
Photographs  containing  inappropriate  gestures 
and  objectionable  cloth  mg  will  not  be  published 
Cefl  phone  photographs  and  other  low  resolution 
items  that  do  not  reproduce  wall  on  newsprint 
are  generally  not  publishable. 

Thera  is  no  guarantee  that  news  items  and/ 
or  photographs  wi  be  published,  and  unsolicited 
material  wA  not  b#  acknowledged  or  returned 
Al  news  items  w*  subject  to  editing,  and  al 
photographs  era  subject  to  cropping.  Naws  items 
and/or  photographs  can  be  published  one  time 
only.  Deadline  for  submitting  news  is  one  weak 
prior  to  requested  publication  date  Articles  that 
are  not  date-sensitive  wtil  be  published  on  a 
space-available  basis.  These  guidekrtee  are  not 
meant  to  be  exhaustive. 

Submit  naws  to  The  Baptist  Record.  P.0  Box 
530.  Jackson.  MS  392050630  FAX:  (601)  292 
3330.  Email:  bapttstrecordAmbcb.org. 


Need  a  light? 

min  said.  ‘I  jin  I  he  light  of  t  lie*  world. 
Wlimwi  follows  me  will  not  walk 
in  darkness  blit  will  hate  the 
light  »»l  life/*  (John  S :  1 2 > 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  («ml  iu  vmir  ow  11  words: 


1.  1  ord.  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 

1 1  haw  sinned. I 

2.  I  want  lorgiM'iiess  for  my  sins 

and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  >  I  repent.) 
t  |  helieic  |<  wis  du  d  and  rose 
from  the  grate  to  lorgiw  my  sins 
and  to  restore  n»\  relationship 
with  yon.  •  I  hcliew  in  .lewis. ) 
J.  fly  laith.  I  iioih  Jesus  (  heist 
into  my  life.  I  rom  this  time  on. 
ant  to  li\e  in  a  lining  relationship 
with  Him.  • I  reeeiw  I  hrist  as, 
iiin  Sj\  ior  and  I  ord.) 


'*15 i*i  as  many  as  reeeiw  tl  him.  to  them  he  gate 
tin  1  ight  to  hceonq  1  liihlri  11  of  (»o<l.  e\cn  to 
those  who  hcliew*  in  his  name/*  (John  1:12) 
If  >011  make  a  deeision  for  <  'hrist  today,  eonlael  a 
local  Southern  llaptist  chart  h  for  spiritual  guidance. 
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dangers  to  Avoid  •  /  John  2:15-27 


An  old  Cherokee  was  teaching  his 
;randson  about  life.  “A  fight  is  going 
m  inside  me/  he  said  to  the  boy.  “It 
s  a  terrible  fight  and  it  is  between  two 
*olves.  One  is  evil  -  he  is  anger,  envy, 
jorrow,  regret,  greed,  arrogance,  self- 
>jty,  guilt,  resentment,  inferiority, 
ies,  false  pride,  superiority,  and  ego/ 
He  continued,  “The  other  is  good  - 
he  is  ioy,  peace,  love,  hope,  serenity, 
humility,  kindness,  benevolence,  em¬ 
pathy,  generosity,  truth,  compassion, 
and  faitn.  The  same  fight  is  going  on 
inside  you  -  and  insiae  every  other 
person,  too/  The  grandson  thought 
about  it  for  a  minute  and  then  asked 
his  grandfather,  “Which  wolf  will 
win?*  The  old  Cherokee  simply  re¬ 
plied,  “The  one  you  feed." 

How  about  you  and  me?  Right  now, 
at  this  very  moment,  which  “woir  are 
you  feeding?  While  you  may  consider 
the  previous  illustration  a  bit  out  of 
the  ordinary,  1  would  submit  to  you  it 
is  a  reasonable  depiction  of  the  battle 
inside  us  all.  The  first  three  verses  in 
our  study,  (I  John  2:15-17)  is  much 
a  warning  to  the  church  as  it  is  an  in¬ 
dication  of  the  reality  of  our  world  to¬ 
day.  Speaking  of  the  word  “world":  Be 
careful  how  you  interpret  and  apply  its 
meaning  while  reading  over  thelesson 


John  uses  the  Greek  word  kosmos  to 
designate  his  intended  meaning.  Kos¬ 
mos  in  this  context  is  referring  to  the 
ungodliness  that  is  rampant  around 
us.  He  is  not  saying,  “Do  not  love  the 
beauty  of  creation"  or  “Do  not  love  the 
people  in  the  world/  Furthermore,  it 
would  not  make  sense  if  Jesus  would 
have  told  the  disciples:  ‘I  have  over¬ 
come  the  earth*  (John  16:33).  Rath¬ 
er,  John 


lies.  This  is  the  “world"  in  which  John  is 
writing.  This  world  full  of  immorality, 
sin  and  depravity  is  a  sickening  mess 
and  offers  no  chance  of  real  peace,  joy 
or  contentment.  I  am  convinced  Chris¬ 
tians  will  never  win  the  bsttle  against 
sin  until  they  realize  the  world  is  of¬ 
ten  a  hollow  place  and  thoroughly  in¬ 
capable  of  providing  authentic  icry  or 


is  bidding 

us  to  take  t  ‘ 

a  long,  ; , 

hard  look 
around  us  1 

and  evalu¬ 
ate  our  ap¬ 
petites  and  ^ 

desires. 

God  the 
Creator  in 

His  infinite  wisdom  fashioned  within 
each  of  us  good  and  healthy  desires.  The 
desire  to  enjoy  life,  laugh,  love,  sexual 
relations,  have  friends,  food  and  a  host 
of  others  are  all  good  and  wholesome 
within  the  proper  context  of  what  God 


th-  fulfillment.  Each  time  you  or  I  have 

sinned,  it 
is  the  result 
of  US  be¬ 
lieving  a  lie 

Explore  the  BiUe  ‘%i 

■  wiU  lay  any 

■  trap,  sow 
any  nega¬ 
tive  seed 

hin  or  place  anything  before  us  anything 
rhe  he  feels  will  cause  us  to  stumble.  John 
cual  gives  us  a  sobering  reminder  in  2: 17- 
lost  The  world  and  all  of  its  lusts  are  pass 
>me  ing  away.  There  is  no  evil  in  the  world 
3od  that  exists  with  a  lifespan  as  long  as  the 


within  the  proper  context  of  wnat  uo a  tnai  exists  wun  a  1  lies  pan  as  long  w  ujc 
deems  acceptable.  Of  course,  we  know  Eternal  Father.  The  evil  in  the  world 
we  have  an  enemy  in  Satan,  seeking  to  will  pass  away. 

satisfy  our  healthy  desires  with  poison,  If  Satan  can  compromise  what  we 
false  hopes,  deceptive  promises  and  believe  about  truth,  he  can  get  us  to 


compromise  our  actions  and  faithful¬ 
ness.  Those  themes  are  at  the  heart  of 
1  j«/iia  2:18-23.  John  wanted  the  au¬ 
dience  to  take  heed  against  the  evil 
in  the  world  and  to  stay  committed 
to  Christ  and  walking  in  the  light.  He 
makes  mention  of  receivers,  defec¬ 
tors,  denieis  and  down -right  liars. 
May  it  not  be  true  of  you  and  me.  Let 
us  be  found  in  the  group  described  in 
2:24  and  2:25.  We  should  desire  to 
abide  in  Christ.  In  other  words,  stay 
put  with  Jesus.  Abiding  with  Christ 
means  believing  He  is  who  He  says  He 
is  and  is  able  to'  accomplish  through 
you  that  He  tm:«  promised. 

There  is  cornua  a  day  soon  when 
those  who  persevei  e  will  be  reward¬ 
ed.  When  Christ  returns  will  you  be 
rejoicing  or  be  overwhelmed  with 
shame?  (2:28)  Which  wolf  are  you 
feeding?  My  friend,  the  Holy  Spirit  is 
available  to  give  you  strength  in  the 
face  of  temptation  and  evil.  I  sincerely 
pray  you  will  begin  to  starve  the  evil 
in  your  life  and  nourish  the  holy.  Both 
wolves  will  come  at  your  door  each 
day,  only  you  can  choose  the  feeding 
habits.  Be  strong  in  the  Lord! 

McKay  is  pastor  oj  HarperviUe 
Church ,  HarperviUe. 


Stick  to  God's  Plan  •  Joshua  6:1-5,  12-16,  20 


We  have  a  couple  in  our  church 
named  Anse  and  Linda  Barber.  The 
Barbers  serve  the  Lord  faithfully  in 
their  circles  of  influence  and  our 
church,  day  in  and  day  out.  If  I  listed 
all  the  ways  they  serve,  I  would  run 
out  of  word  count,  so  you  will  have 
to  trust  me.  I  think  they  arrive  to 
church  at  8:03  am  every  Sundmr,  eat 
lunch  every  day  at  12  sharp  and  1  am 
positive  they  nave  never  lost  a  sock 
m  the  wash  nor  lost  their  car  at  Wal- 
Mart  parking  lot.  1  think  Google  calls 
them  when  they  set  electronic  clocks! 
More  importantly  than  being  so  reli-' 
able  in  their  personal  lives,  they  show 
a  consistency  and  faithfulness  to 
the  things  of  God  that  is  a  watermark 
.for  everyone. 

In  the  lesson  today,  the  Israelites 
have  learned  what  consistency  looks 
like.  In  the  book,  “The  Grave  Robber", 
Pastor  Mark  Batterson  states,  “If  you 
follow  Jesus  long  enough  and  hard 
enough,  you  will  find  yourself  right  in 
the  middle  of  a  miracle  /  This  certain 
ly  holds  true  for  the  Israelites.  Since 
the  death  of  Moses,  Joshua  had  been 
leading  them  to  consistently  follow 
God  and  His  plan  for  them.  And  they 
were  about  to  find  themselves  in  the 
middle  of  an  amarine  miracle-the  first 
one  in  the  Promised  Land. 


Joahua  6:1-5 

Jericho  was  one  of  the  oldest  cit¬ 
ies  of  the  world.  Some  people  believe 
that  it  was  invincible.  The  Israelites 
had  probably  heard  stories  of  the  city 
of  Jericho  all  of  their  lives.  But  this 


do  to  march  around  a  city  for  six  days 
with  only  the  trumpets  blowing.  Can’t 
you  see  tne  soldiers  of  Jericho  taunting 
them  and  hurling  insults?  “How  about 
that  trumpet  olavinE?  Think  you  want 


of  Jericho  ail  of  their  lives.  But  this  to  join  a  band?"  or  “Your  leader  is  era- 
chapter  begins,  not  with  the  Israelites  zy-be  got  you  silently  marching  around 
fear  of  the  city  but  instead,  the  inhabit-  our  city?  Give  me  a  break!  Part  of 
ants  of  the  city  being  scared  of  the  Is-  Joshua  s  instructions  from  the  Lord 


raelites.  The  gates  were  locked.  No  one 
could  come  in  and  no  one  could  go  out. 
The  Lord  tells  Joshua  that  the  enemy 
has  already  been  defeated. 


Joshua  6:12-16 
After 
God  gives  i 
the  in¬ 
structions 
to  Joshua, 

Joshua 
turns 
around 
and  gives 
them 
to  the 

love  that  verse  8  tells  us  that  the  priests 
went  forward.  They  didn’t  question  the 
leadership  from  the  Lord  through  Josh¬ 
ua.  And  let’s  be  honest,  this  was  not  the 
regular  marching  and  fighting  orders. 
They  had  to  wonder  what  good  it  would 


No  one  included  that  no  one  could  give  a  war 
1  go  out.  cry,  raise  their  voice  or  even  to  talk. 

;  enemy  That  had  to  be  difficult  not  to  want  to 
yell  insults  and  rude  words  toward  the 
city.  Yet  that  stuck  to  God’s  plan  de¬ 
spite  their  vnlnerability  by  marching 
around  this 

B  fortified 
city  while 
they  were 
vulnerable 
to  attack. 
If  I  had 
been  there. 
1  would 
have  been 
tempted  to 
think.  Now 

e  priests  Joshua,  don’t  you  want  some  soldiers 
rtfon  the  to  carry  the  ark?  Especially  so  close 
gh  Josh-  to  the  walls  of  Jericho?  Or,  I  would 
8  not  the  have  wanted  to  send  out  part  of  the 
;  orders.  Israelites  to  appease  God  but  kept  the 
it  would  stronger  men  back  to  prepare  for  the 


battle.  But,  the  obeuience  of  the  people 
of  God  was  complete.  They  did  exactly 
what  they  were  supposed  to  do.  Day  af¬ 
ter  day  after  day  until  day  seven-when 
their  miracle  happened. 

Joshua  6:20 

The  trumpets  sounded  and  the  army 
shouted  ana  the  walls  came-a-tumbling 
down.  The  impossible  became  possible 
because  of  simple  obedience.  Tne  Lord 
God  handed  the  Israelites  a  victory- 
and  it  was  not  in  their  strength  or  wis¬ 
dom.  They  marched,  they  rested,  they 
msrehed,  they  rested-they  simply  did 
what  they  were  supposed  to  do  and  let 
God  do  what  He  was  supposed  to  do. 

Here  are  some  questions  for  person¬ 
al  reflection  from  the  lesson: 

What  is  God  tellingyou  to  do  in  your 
personal  devotionaliife  to  lean  in  to 
Him  and  to  be  consistent  in  following 
Him  daily? 

What  is  God  telling  you  do  to  that 
may  not  make  sense  from  your  per- 
snemm? 

What  are  you  trying  to  do  that  only 
God  can  do? 

Boiuman  is  Minister  of  Connection, 
First  Church ,  Brandon,  and  a  speaker 
for  women’s  events. 


ROACH 

coot,  from  p2 

two  male  friends  in  Greek  my¬ 
thology  contributed  to  accep¬ 
tance  of  homosexual  relation¬ 
ships  hi  some  cities. 

■The  second-century  Greek 
writer  Ptolemy  referenced  wom¬ 


en  who  regarded 
v  their  wives. 


other  women 


Of  course,  ancient  writings 
also  contain  references  to  ho¬ 
mosexual  acts  that  are  abusive 
and  violent,  and  involve  minors. 
In  addition,  some  of  the  refer¬ 
ences  above  were  penned  after 
the  New  Testament  was  com¬ 
plete.  Nonetheless,  they  refute 


the  claim  of  LGBT  advocates 
that  adult,  monogamous,  loving 
homosexual  relationships  were 
unknown  in  the  ancient  world. 

Even  the  oft-dted  homosexual 
scholar  John  Boswell  warned 
against  exaggerating  the  differ 
ence  between  ancient  and  mod 
em  forms  of  homosesmality  in  his 
book  titled,  Christianity,  Social 


Tolerance,  and  Homosexuality. 

Ancient  references  to  adult, 
consensual  homosexuality  — 
including  same  sex  marriage 
-  should  bolster  believers 
confidence  that  Moses,  Paul  and 
other  biblical  authors  would  not 
recoil  in  surprise  as  if  they  had 
never  heard  of  it.  Indeed,  there  is 
nothing  new  under  the  sun. 


Scripture’s  condemnation 
of  homosexual  acts  prohibits 
every  form  of  same  sex 
sexual  expression 

Roach  is  chief  national  cor¬ 
respondent  for  Baptist  Press  in 
Nashville.  His  commentary  ap¬ 
pears  courtesu  of  Baphst  Press. 
Edited  for  style  and  clarity. 
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PINE  GROVE  CHURCH.  MAGEE,  commissioned  BETHSAIDA  CHURCH,  PHILADELWIA.  rt*>  Ttawomer* 

Candace  McWilliams  as  she  prepares  to  serve  this  ogntaes  its  graduates.  Front  rovr  Ja^Ststrunlc  Lee  are  p*JL,  who  are 

summer  at  Big  Creek  Missions  in  Bear  Branch,  Ky.  Bowen,  Aspen  White;  back  row.  Haley  McFarland,  W** uAjne 9 ^.Theb^rs ere gtven  to  peopw  wno 

She  is  shown  with  interim  pastor  Jay  Hays.  Julie  Pierce,  and  Ellen  Belk.  going  through  a  ddficult  tune. 
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GA's  from  SILVER  CREEK  CHURCH.  MCCOMB.  STEELE  CHURCH,  SCOTT,  recently  held  a  baby 
delivered  food  items  to  the  Pike  Association  dedication.  Shown  ara  Ashley,  baby  Wyatt  and 

Food  Pantry  Donna  Hart,  GA  leader  mm*************  ***?*"*** 


The  WMU  of  SPVUNG  HILL  CHURCH.  WATER¬ 
FORD.  honored  the  church's  senior  ladies  recent 
>y  wRb  *  tomndt  ij£ji  -  --  -r 
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ETHEL  CHURCH,  ETHEL,  honored  its  graduates  recently.  Shown  ara  high  school  graduates  Dylan 
Shaw,  Jaka  Simmons,  Jarod  Wilson,  Jakob  Wilson,  with  pastor  Ralph  Hunt;  and  college  graduatea 
Kelley  McKinney,  Brian  Felton,  Allen  Hearon,  and  Hunt. 

EVANSVEjLE  CHURCH.  COLDWATER.  hosted  this 
quarters  Women's  Ministry  Meeting  June  6.  ChrysteUe 
Thames,  Baptist  Children's  Village,  guest  speaker 
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NEW  HOPE  CHURCH.  TUPELO,  held  baby 
dedication  for  Avary  Hill,  shown  with  his  parents 
Amy  and  Adam  Hill  and  pastor  Lowell  Johnson. 
Avery  has  one  brother,  Eli. 


Children  from  OLD  TOWN  CHURCH.  PITTS- 
SORO.  attended  Central  Hills  Baptist  Retreat  June 
1  -  3.  Cody  and  Ashley  Clements,  chaperones. 

In  othsr  Church  News: 

►  Neshoba  Church,  Union,  will  observe  Baptist  Men  s 
Day  June  21  with  breakfast  at  8:30  ».m.  and  an  all- 
men’s  choir  in  morning  worship. 
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RRST  CHURCH,  CLEVELAND,  recognized  James 
Walker,  minister  of  education  and  administration,  for 
five  years  of  service.  Shown  are  pastor  Brad  Beckwith 
with  Wblker  and  his  femity,  Jennifer,  Abigel,  and  Nathan 


